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A Message for Advent

Time flies! I can hardly believe that 15 months have past since |
moved into the manse in Sutton. It almost seems like yesterday and
yet | know that so much has happened over the past few months.
Each day has been a journey into the unknown. Each day has been
full of opportunities for learning and for building relationships.

Recently we had our church council meetings. Filing away the agen-
das with their variety of issues to be discussed, | reflected on God
and his agenda. God’s agenda for humanity is the healing of a broken
world. Wouldn't it be wonderful if the whole world became a sanctu-
ary, a place for all to enjoy. It is a dream, God’s dream that each one
of his children will one day be reconciled to him.

When we read the newspapers we realize of course how painfully far
away we are from God’s dream. And yet the fulfilment of this dream
was made possible through the birth, life, death and resurrection of
our Saviour. The incarnation of love paved the way to a better future.
Jesus brought light, hope and peace into the world and with it came
the opportunity for renewal, the renewal of the mind. God’s

wisdom sustains and encourages us, but most of all helps \é,

us to look at life from a different angle. A problem cannot be
solved with a mind-set that created it. t

Many people will probably have read the following prayer:

‘God grant me the serenity to accept the things | cannot
change, the courage to change the things | can and the wisdom to
know the difference.’

If we want to live more fulfilling and peaceful lives, we need to coop-
erate with the divine, who wants to love us into being. It requires of us
to courageously walk into the unknown with our Lord trusting that
wherever we go, our Lord has gone before us to straighten our paths.
What a privilege to walk in the footsteps of our Saviour, not only to-

New Circuit

From September 2009 South Craven will become gartnew
much larger circuit including Keighley and WorthiMg. It will
stretch as far as Eldwick and we are invited td vis

Eldwick Methodist Church

this Christmas for their
llluminated Christmas Tree Festival

Friday 12th December
7.00 pm open for viewing, refreshments, mince pies
8.00 pm Opening Worship

Saturday 13th December
10.30 am —6.00 pm open for viewing, morning aaffe
lunches, afternoon teas

Sunday 14th Dec

10.30 am all age worship

12 noon—6 pm Open for viewing, lunches, afternceast
6.00 pm Advent Carol Praise
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Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings ...

A teacher was observing her class of children while they were
drawing. She would occasionally walk round to see each child’s
work. As she got to one little girl who was working diligently , she
asked what the drawing was. The girl replied, “I'm drawing God.”

The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what God looks
like.” Without missing a beat or looking up from her drawing, the
girl replied, “They will in a minute....”

10

day, not only next month, but for eternity. In the presence of
God we not only have a future but we can be excited about it.

Deep within every human being is the fountain of life. Deep
within every soul is the purity of the Holy Spirit. It is the respon-
sibility of each human being to open doors within and search
for an encounter with God. New birth will undoubtedly follow.
And then we can celebrate Christmas not only once a year but
every day of our lives.

May the coming advent season inspire
us all to seek the radiance of the King,
and in doing so we might come a little
bit closer to the fulfilment of God’s
dream.

With love
Charlotte

7 hrank yod

To Brian Warne , who has audited accounts for St Andrew’s
as a volunteer for years, indeed decades, despite living in
Leeds. We have finally found someone who lives nearer.
Welcome to Lindsay Robinson , our new auditor.

Belated thanks also to David Gott , who has done so many
jobs round the church over the decades. His latest, much
appreciated, was to design and fit a new cover for the
sunken manhole which posed a safety risk outside the
kitchen door.

Many thanks also to Jeff Emmott who has done an excel-
lent job in replacing a loose slab and repointing the church
steps in record time.




Cowling Walks

We enjoyed 3 walks this autumn, the first to
Malcolm’s Seat on Knoll Hill, the second along
the crag between the Salt pot and the Pepper
Pot (the weather immediately before and after
was awful but we enjoyed a dry, mild evening
with clear views- two walkers in shirt sleeves),
and the third from Lower Lane Ends Farm
along Wainman’s Bottoms, up Donkey Lane
and back via Carr Head with local history
thrown in too. 7 year old Frank also took on
the role of guide, checking noone got left be-
hind and ushering us through gates and stiles.
We enjoyed the walks, learnt a bit more about
where we live and made new friends. All three
were well attended and we were treated to a
variety of refreshments afterwards at St An-
drew’s, including soup and sausage and bacon
butties. The evenings are too dark to continue
but we will start again in the spring so watch
this space. Suggestions for the next walks wel-
come.
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in the village hall
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CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

At Holy Trinity Church Cowling
Christmas Eve at 4pm

A service of joy and wonder for all ages

PLUS the presentation of the
Christingle Oranges
All are welcome at this service
for the celebration of Christ’s

birth.

-

With Rob Thorn and his band

St Andrew’s Hall N

Joint Advent Bible Studies
Bancroft Room
Tues 2nd, 9th, 15th December 7.00—8.30 pm

unnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnng

9 Musical Rendez-vous

On Nov 1st we had a very enjoyable day at St An-
drew’s where we were entertained by piano, accar
and guitar and also excellent food and fellowship.
Some were even inspired to sing and dance! I\/Ianyu
& thanks to all our musicians and caterers. 3
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Update from our Churches

In our joint discussion groups we have been lookiniylar-
tyn Atkin’s book “Resourcing Renewal”. This chaligs us
to look at our own churches and question what welamng.
We have “inherited church” with traditional form&wor-
ship, Angllican, Methodist, Baptist etc in familieiurches.
That familiarity can be important, going back taathes
with fond memories or can just become unthinkiagit
Nothing is really static. Many Cowingheaders haa@s in
churches now gone—the Bar Chapel, Walton St Mission
Ickornshaw Chapel—but throughout the country mach-r
cal changes are springing up, many with great ssc@nd
people are flocking to “new expressions” of church—
services with different formats sometimes at défertimes,
in different places, .

So what is church for you? Is it a building or aug of peo-
ple? Does it matter where worship takes place?sJast
John Wesley both preached in the open air—a Hityahi
Cowling. If we need a bit of warmth and comforetwable
all to come does it matter whether we meet in aathla
hall, a pub, a house? Do we need a special platpdople
can easily recognize and find? Do we have to sibws and
listen to a preacher or could we sit round tabiesiaclude
coffee and discussion in the service?

Jesus commanded us to love God and love our neiglaso
ourself. He also said that wherever two or threeevgath-
ered together in his name he would be there. Sodwowe
fulfil that command in the twenty-first century.

At our next joint meeting on February 15th we wolite
everyone to come along to discuss different waysat
ship we could try out.—initially in our joint sesgs on
Sunday mornings. We will continue with our traoiial
forms of worship for most of the time—but feel fiteesay
what you like and don’t like and anything else yeould
like to do. However, we would like to experimenthvper-
haps a couple of services in 2009. Come along ¢b o
periences and share ideas.

Anne Pearson

Conling Hll Baptiste
Carol Service

Dec. 7th  2.30 p.m.

followed by mince fice




